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Stark County Ski Club
View From The Top

The season is over! A sad time for a lot of us! I know that there are a lot of members eager to get out and
swing the golf clubs now. That’s fine, but we had a very short winter and ski season. I had the fewest numbers of days on the slopes since way back in the 1980’s. I do get a few more days in April at the Mountain
Travel Symposium. We get a couple of days to ski with the folks from Vail and Keystone as they show off
the area and their ski skills. That will help soothe the savage beast in me that wanted more days on the
slopes. Oh well! Wait ‘til next year!
Speaking of Mountain Travel Symposium, I’ll be headed to Keystone, Colorado on April 4th for this year’s
meeting of resort representatives, tour operators, ski rental folks, and travel consultants. This is where we
get ideas on what might be the best deals out there for next season for our club’s trips. I’ll be looking for the
most value for our member dollars. If you have any thoughts of “best” places to visit, drop me an email. We
have the results of last year’s member survey as a guide. Airfare and resort-faire is all going up. We want to
keep the amount spent on a trip to a reasonable level. What’s reasonable? That’s what you indicated on the
survey last season. It seems that $1600 is a little pricy to most of you. All of our efforts will be to keep our
week trip pricing under $1500 and hopefully find some bargains in the $1200 range. We will be looking both
east and west. We’ll be looking for possible 5 night/4 day ski adventures too. We might find some of those
under $1000. I’ll report on what’s out there at the May meeting.
What else is coming up in April for the club? Election of officers! Please think about volunteering to fill one
of our officer positions. Nominations will be taken from the floor at the next meeting. Jason Stephan has
volunteered himself to run for Vice President; Jennifer Stephan has offered to run for Secretary. Donna
Brancifort would run for President, if we could find someone to run for Treasurer. How about a volunteer
for President and Treasurer? We’d really like to have an election rather than just pass the job on to the only
one willing to fill a spot. Donna, Jason, and Jennifer have all done an excellent job for the club and would
continue to do so. But, we’d like to see fresh blood join us in making our club grow. We need a merchandise
manager too. The job’s to order, pick-up, tote, sell, and collect money for our club logo-ed merchandise.
It’s not difficult. We have a great local company doing our embroider work and PRW, owned by our club
member, does all of our silk screen items. We’d like to find a marketing manager. The job there is to be the
PR person who finds ways to promote our club in the community and local skiing area. Think about it! We
need your help.
We will be offering the opportunity to purchase already available club merchandise at the April and May
meetings. And, we will be offering the chance to order club polo shirts for the warm season. Get your club
gear now!
Hope to see you at the upcoming socials and our summer events that Diane, our Social Chairperson, has
planned for us. Stay tuned to the website and Facebook this spring and summer for other evolving club
events.
Until next month, think Stark County Ski Club
Jim Kovach

April 2016

Stark County Ski Club Meeting
March 15, 2016~ Library Room at Mulligan’s Pub
Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by President, Jim Kovach, at 7:10 p.m. Forty-two (42) individuals were in attendance. Jim
welcomed everyone to the meeting and we had two new members/guests, Mike and Pam, introduce themselves. Jim called
for the following reports:
Reports:
President’s Report: Jim Kovach recognized Tom and Beth Sinacore and Gary Johnson for their volunteer work with Three
Trackers. Jim also thanked Donna Brancifort for all her hard work in keeping track of early discount vouchers and all that
goes into her detailed spreadsheet.
Vice President’s Report: Jason Stephan reported he is still waiting on training dates for Blossom. First year workers will
need to re-certify as well as anyone who has not yet TEAM trained and would like to help the club keep costs down on trips
by working concerts.
Treasurer’s Report: Donna Brancifort reported on the treasury balance. Donna noted that out of the $7,000 earned last
year at Blossom, over $6,000 was used on the early discount vouchers and worker certificates. There was still $5,000
Blossom money carried over from the year before.
Secretary’s Report: Jennie Stephan reported the current amount of 50/50 raffle ($145) and the additional items available to
win from the raffle ticket sales were mentioned.
Social Report: Diane Marzec reported that they had an all-time high turnout at Perennial in February with 40 attending.
The next social on the calendar is March 23 at Geisen Haus starting at 5:30 pm. Euchre night is April 16 at the Brancifort’s.
There is one opening and potential for more room to be made. Let Diane know if you are interested. The cost is $3pp to
play; bring a dish to share and your own beverages. You are welcome to come socialize if you miss out on a spot or don’t
want to play. Diane plans to purchase tickets for Gervasi’s Piazza opening when they become available and will post the
date and availability on those tickets. Summer events include, camping at Mohican July 15-17; Tim McGraw Concert
August 5 (you can come for the pre-concert party if you missed out on tickets); Rafting/Camping in WVA offering both the
New River or Upper Gauley depending on your expertise/desire to raft one or the other. Let Diane know if you have an idea
for a social – wine making is being discussed.
Website and Facebook Report: Gary Johnson reported he posted pictures from the Seven Springs trip and there were 300+
people looking at our page. For Facebook, the email to use is scscfacebook@gmail.com. Dwight and Bill would still like
pictures for the website. Jim Kovach commented that we picked up two new members from the website so it is good to keep
it updated with pictures from our many activities.
Trip Committee Report: Art Pokopac asked for the last trip reports of the season:
Seven Springs, PA Feb 19 Dave Hershey reported they had good day with good weather.
Holiday Valley Casino Feb 27/28. Mike Lockhart reported that 42 went and had fun skiing and enjoying the sunny weekend.
Banff, Alberta, Canada Mar 5-12 Al Brancifort reported 33 traveled to Banff and there were no injuries despite a major
power outage that did cause one of our members to be stuck on a lift. The early arrival on Saturday left extra time for
sightseeing or skiing. Al also noted that members used $700 in discount vouchers on the trip.
Holiday Valley, March 19 Fred Scherer reported that due to warm weather, the trip was canceled.
New Business
Elections: Officer nominations will also be accepted prior to elections at the April meeting. Jim Kovach read from the Club
Constitution regarding the officer positions and relayed that, generally, there are a couple Executive Committee meetings and
one Board meeting throughout the year. Current officers, excluding Jim Kovach who has reached his term limit as President,
are willing to stay in their positions. Donna Brancifort stated if someone is interested in being Treasurer, she would be
willing to help them learn. If you have a desire for any office you may put your name in at the April meeting but we do need
a candidate for President. We would also like a Merchandise person.
HOF Marathon: The Hof of Fame Marathon, which will have events happening April 22-24, has expressed a need for
volunteers. There is an expo on Friday, a kid’s race Saturday or manning a water station on Sunday. We are considering
helping and Donna Brancifort will have more information on later and you can contact her if you are interested in helping on
any of those dates.
Misc.: There will be summer merchandise such as polo shirts available for purchase in the coming months.
Old Business
It was noted that the new meeting place was well-liked.
Meeting Adjournment
Meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m. Les Stiers motioned to adjourn and Dave Hershey seconded. Ed Swartz won the 50/50
raffle.
Respectfully Submitted, Jennie Stephan - Secretary

Highlights of March Socials
On Wednesday March 23rd about 30 SCSC Members and friends gathered at The Geisen Haus.
Great food and fun was had by all. Thanks to all who joined in.

APRIL SOCIALS
Saturday, April 16th

Euchre Night Out
Time: 6:00 PM
Cards begin at 7:00 PM
Join SCSC Members at Donna & Al Brancifort’s home in Canton for an evening of Euchre! Please
bring a small covered dish to share and what you want to drink.
Al & Donna Brancifort’s Home
3885 St. Michael Blvd. NW

Canton, OH 44718

All 24 spot are full! Euchre players will contribute $3/person towards prize money. Please contact
Diane at DLMarzec@gmail.com or at 330-497-4261 by Wednesday, April13 th if you would like to be
join in as a substitute.

SCENIC BREWING COMPANY
Thursday, April 28th
5:30 p.m.

Join SCSC members and guests for our first visit to this local craft brewery. The casual atmosphere allows you to unwind, socialize, and rejuvenate after a long day at work. Play a
game or simply tell stories while taking in the views of the process of craft beer. The local
brewery and tasting room will have on average eight beers on tap with four rotational beers.
There is a limited menu of Pizza’s along with a cheese & salami plate or soft baked pretzels
with dips. Come out and enjoy a locally made veteran owned craft brewery!
7253 Whipple Ave. NW
North Canton, OH 44720
(330) 768-7788
http://www.scenicbrewingco.com/home.html

UPCOMING SUMMER SOCIALS

Dandelion May Fest
Saturday, May 7
Join SCSC members as we gather at the 23rd annual Dandelion May Fest! The Dandelion Festival
will take place at the new Roadhouse Amphitheater, located just 100 yards east of the Breitenbach
winery on Old Rt. 39. Saturday the festival is from 9-8. There will be wine sampling, Dandelion
Sangria, cellar tours, arts and crafts and live entertainment.
Vendors will be showcasing their Dandelion products for everything from soap, pottery, handmade
jewelry to crafts and more. Dandelion food specialties will also be available, such as dandelion sausage, dandelion bread, dandelion gravy, dandelion lasagna, and dandelion sangria.
5934 Old Route 39 Northwest,
Dover, Ohio 44622
(330) 343-3603
https://www.breitenbachwine.com/events/dandelion-festival

Celebrate the Opening of the Piazza - Save The Date!
Piazza Pizza Party
Gervasi Vineyards in North Canton

Monday, May 23rd
6:30 PM – 9:00 PM
Cost $12/person - (Last year’s cost – This year’s invitation not released yet!)
Pizza & Salad Buffet w/ Cash Bar and Live Music
Join us for this special Pizza Party event to celebrate the opening of the Piazza! Those of you that
joined us the last three years already know how much fun this can be.
This is a Pre-Sale Ticket Event. There is always Limited Availability. Last year this event sold out
in one day so watch for more details via email either later this month or in early May! I’ll send out
an email as soon as this is released.
Gervasi Vineyards
1700 55th Street NE
Canton, OH 44721
330.497.1000

School House Winery, Dover, Ohio - Save The Date! Saturday, June 11th
Anniversary Festival

5:30 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.

Join SCSC members for an evening of fun as we gather at this boutique winery located in Dover, Ohio in a 123 year old renovated
one room school house. Come and enjoy the outdoor entertainment by REN. Enjoy some food & browse the local artist’s tables.
Bring your lawn chairs for a great evening of outdoor fun. Check out the website for directions.
School House Winery
455 Schneiders Crossing Rd. NW
Dover, Ohio 44622
Phone – (330) 602-WINE

www.schoolhousewine.com

UPCOMING SUMMER & FALL EVENTS
Camping/Canoeing/Kayaking/Biking
Friday, July 15th – Sunday, July 17th

SCSC will be hosting another fun camp-out this year at Mohican Reservation.

Camping at Mohican Reservation

Check out the website: https://www.mohicanreservation.com/index.php
Camping Cost: $25 per person (Adults – Kids under 12 free)
(Dogs are allowed as long as they get along with Bo, Winston & Bennie!)
Biking, Canoeing, Zip Line or just relaxing will be on the agenda that weekend along with a lot of laughter and storytelling. For more information and to make reservations see the trip details below. Limited spots available. Make
your reservations today.

Tim McGraw Concert
Friday August 5th
SCSC has purchased 40 tickets to this great concert during Hall of Fame Weekend. All tickets
have been sold but keep your eyes open for more information on a pre-concert get together.
Time & location to be determined.

West Virginia Weekend
Camping/Hiking/Biking/Golfing/White Water Rafting Weekend
Friday, September 23rd – Sunday, September 25th
Adventures on the Gorge in West Virginia
http://www.adventuresonthegorge.com/

Please join SCSC members and friends for some fun and adventure on the Gauley & New River in West Virginia! We
have reservations for camping & a full day rafting packages on the Upper Gauley or the New River. We have 25 spots
held for a 9.35 a.m. Saturday rafting time on the Gauley River and 10 spots held for a 10:10 a.m. rafting time on the
New River.

Camping/Rafting Cost - Upper Gauley: $200.09
Camping/Rafting Cost - New River: $189.49
Cost Includes: 2 Nights Camping & Full Day Rafting & Lunch on Saturday
Camping Only Cost: $12.60 per person/per night
Cabins Also Available for: $51.84 per person/per night (Based on 4 pp/Occupancy)
$100 Deposit is due no later than May 1st and balance will be due by August 15th.
See Trip Flier for more details.

For more information on upcoming social events or if you would be interested in running an event please contact Diane Marzec at DLMarzec@gmail.com or (330) 497-4261.

SCSC Summer Camp-Out at Mohican!
Friday, July 15th – Sunday, July 17th
Camping at Mohican Reservation
Check out the website:
https://www.mohicanreservation.com/index.php
Camping Cost: $25 per person (Adults – Kids under 12 free)
(Dogs are allowed as long as they get along with Bo, Winston & Bennie!)
Limited campsites reserved - First come, first serve!
Riverfront Tent Camping w/water & electric

Saturday July 16th
Canoe/Kayak/Raft – Zip Line
Join club members on Saturday July 16th for a relaxing summer day floating down the Mohican River
in a canoe, kayak or raft!
Float your cares away in a canoe or kayak or on a raft. Don’t forget to bring your coolers & water
guns! The Livery will pick up the group at Mohican Reservation campground and will take us to our
drop off point. The trip will end back at the campground. RENTAL COST: Canoe or Kayak is $20
per person for 9 Mile or $25 per person for 14 mile ride. Kids under 12 are free in the canoe with 2
adults. Anyone interested in canoe will sign up at the campground the day of the ride.
Not a fan of water…Bikers may want to ride either the Kokosing Trail http://
www.kokosinggaptrail.org/TRAIL/aatrail.htm or the Ohio B&O Trail http://
www.ohiobikeways.net/bno.htm
If Zip Line is more to your liking, feel free to make a reservation with Tree Frog Canopy Tours
http://www.treefrogcanopytours.com/
If you are not a camper but want to join us for the day please come and hang out with us either during
the day or around the campfire!
Contact Diane Marzec at DLMarzec@gmail.com today to reserve your spot. Payment is due at the
time of the reservation. Camping Cabins are also available for $65 per night with a two night minimum on weekends. Cabins go fast so if you are considering this contact Mohican Reservation directly to reserve a cabin. Call 1-800-766-2267.
Please make checks payable to Diane Marzec and mail to: 2716 Marsh Ave. NW, Canton, OH
44708.

West Virginia Weekend
Camping, Golfing, Hiking, Train Rides
and/or White Water Rafting
Friday, Sept 23rd – Sunday, Sept 25th
Adventures on the Gorge in West Virginia
http://www.adventuresonthegorge.com/

Camping/Rafting Cost - Upper Gauley: $200.09
Camping/Rafting Cost - New River: $189.49
Cost Includes: 2 Nights Camping & Full Day Rafting & Lunch on Saturday
$100 Deposit Due May 1st

Please join SCSC members and friends for some fun and adventure on the Gauley & New River in West Virginia!
We have reservations for camping & a full day rafting packages on the Upper Gauley or the New River. We have 25
spots held for a 9.35 a.m. Saturday rafting time on the Gauley River and 10 spots held for a 10:10 a.m. rafting time on
the New River.
If you are not a fan of White Water please consider joining the group camping or in cabins and enjoy one of the other
adventures in West Virginia. There are plenty of self-guided hiking and biking trails, golf courses, Horseback Riding,
or just hang out at this great resort! Adventures on the Gorge also hosts a Zip Line, Canopy Tours, Timer Trek and a
Walk Inside the New River Gorge Bridge. http://www.adventuresonthegorge.com/adventures/aerial-adventures

Camping Only Cost: $12.60 per person/per night
Cabins Also Available for: $51.84 per person/per night (Based on 4 pp/Occupancy)
Some people might also want to head about 50 miles down the road to The Greenbrier. In addition to offering
some great golfing they also offer historic tours.
http://www.greenbrier.com/Activities/The-Bunker/Bunker-History
http://www.greenbrier.com/Activities/The-Bunker/Bunker-Tours
More site seeing can be found a little further down the road on the Cass Scenic RR. This is near Snowshoe.
www.mountainrail.com
$100 Deposit is due no later than May 1st and balance will be due by August 15th. We had 24 people join us last year
and are hoping to make this trip even bigger this year. Reservations will be taken on a first come first serve basis.
Anyone interested in joining this group should mail trip application and deposit to Diane Marzec at 2716 Marsh Ave.
NW, Canton, OH 44708. Checks made payable to Stark County Ski Club. For more information contact Diane at
DLMarzec@gmail.com or call (330) 497-4261.

Please support The Towpath Trail by visiting:
http://towpathcentury.dojiggy.com/mikeabrams

Trip Agreement & Application
The undersigned participant applies to participate in the Stark County Ski Club (SCSC) trip described below, subject to the following conditions:
1. Payments: Trip deposits will vary per trip and must be paid and submitted along with this signed “Trip Agreement and Application” (below). Balance
shall be due & payable in accordance with payment schedules established by SCSC & described in the trip description in “Tips & Tails”, the club newsletter, or on the club website www.starkcountyskiclub.org. Charges may be added for supplemental costs such as fuel surcharges, taxes and airport departure changes to the price of the trip. All payment checks shall be payable to “Stark County Ski Club” & sent to trip leader noted.
2. Withdrawal & Change: Stark County Ski Club may withdraw any trip from its schedule at any time; may refuse to accept or refrain
any person as a participant at any time for any reason; and may change the itinerary at any time.
3. Responsibility: SCSC is acting gratuitously for the applicant and shall not be responsible or liable for any loss of or damage to any
baggage, property, or for any loss, injury, death, accident, delay, inconvenience or any other loss occurring during or occasioned by
an applicant’s participation in any trip, and as a result of any actual or alleged negligence of SCSC or any SCSC member or officer.
4. Identification: Participants are responsible for any required identification for travel. This may include, but not limited to, an up to
date and valid passport, visa, drivers license or proof of identification and citizenship.
5. Minors: Any minor’s participant’s “Trip Application & Agreement” must be co-signed by his/her parent or legal guardian. The
minor must be accompanied on the trip by a parent or legal guardian or their designee who shall be wholly and fully responsible for
said minor’s conduct and well being.
6. Cancellation & Refunds:
A). Cancellation by participant means & includes: failure to abide by terms of this agreement, notice of intent to cancel; failure to
make timely payments; failure for any reason to meet the departure or return of the trip.
B). When SCSC cancels or withdraws a trip, the participant shall be entitled to a full refund unless such cancellation or withdrawal
is necessitated or caused, in whole or part, by participant’s cancellation or failure to make timely payments.
C). Where participant cancels more than 30 days before departure of a 1-day or multi-day trip or more than 60 days before the
departure of a longer trip, then participant shall be responsible for a cancellation service charge of not less than $10.00 & any
fees charged by an airline if seats have already been ticketed.
D). Where participant cancels less than 30 days before the departure of a 1-day or multi-day trip or less than 60 days before the
departure of a longer trip and where the trip departs full or where participant provides an immediate replacement who
completes this agreement, then participant shall receive a full refund less the cancellation service charge & any fees accessed
because of the name change. If the trip departs unfilled and the participant has not provided a replacement, then the
participant may be entitled to a partial refund less any amounts pre-paid by SCSC for participant’s unused transportation,
lodging, meals, lifts or amenities and less the cancellation service charge. If the applicant cancels and the trip departs unfilled,
the applicant will be refunded the amount of any un-purchased lift tickets. Transportation, lodging and other special costs
may NOT be refunded. Specific trip circumstances will determine if any refund of these costs are possible. In any case, the
participant is responsible to SCSC for any amounts paid out by SCSC over and above payments made by participant. Any prepaid expenses that are not refunded to the club by the airlines, resorts, etc. are not subject to be refunded to participant. For 1week or longer trips, it is advised to purchase trip insurance for refunds. SCSC may modify or change balance due dates &
cancellation deadlines to accommodate its payments to airlines, lodges, bus companies and travel agents.
7. Eligibility: Participation in this trip is first available to SCSC & CSMS members. Any non-members must pay an additional charge
of not less than $10.00 and is designated within the trip description.
………………………………………………………………CUT OUT AND SUBMITT APP………………………………………………………..

TRIP APPLICATION
______________________________________________
Name of Trip

_______________
Date of Application

______________ $___________
Date of Trip

Yes _____ No _____
Member of SCSC?

(Payable to Stark County Ski Club)

Deposit Amount

Yes ____ No ____

______________________________________

Trip Insurance? (Week Trips Only)

Roommate Preference (if not on this application)

______________________________________________

___________________

First Participant Name – As On Travel Documents

____________________

Home Phone

______________________________________________

___________________

Second Participant Name – As On Travel Documents

Cell Phone

____________________

Home Phone

___________________________________________________

Cell Phone

________________________

Address

City

______

____________

State

Zip

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

Email Address

Alternate Emai l Address

_______________________________________________

________________________________________________________

Participant Signature(s) (also Co-Signer if minor)

_______________________________________
Emergency Contact Name (NO traveling companions)

_________________________
Relationship

______________________
Phone number(s)

For Week trips—Please send a copy of Drivers License or Passport with Your Trip application

DO NOT SEND TRIP APPLICATION IN WITH MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Banff - Alberta Canada - March 5 – 12, 2016
By Donna & Al Brancifort
34 travelers participated in this trip to the beautiful Canadian Rockies & Banff National Park. We believe
everyone had a good time & the skiing conditions were better than expected based on the warm weather forecast.
There were even fresh powder days! If you have never been to this area of the continent, it should be added to
your bucket list! It is so beautiful! Even the bus rides to Sunshine Village & Lake Louise Ski Resorts were
enjoyable because of the wonderful scenery, sightings of wildlife & camaraderie of visitors & locals. Many of
our group enjoyed the famous & historic Fairmont Banff Springs Hotel, the Chateau Lake Louise (including
walking across the frozen lake towards the hanging glacier, frozen water falls with ice climbers & ice carvings),
the Upper Hot Springs, walking trails, local pubs, shopping & more. There is plenty to do & see in this area!
It is good to report that our travel was smooth & uneventful! It is even better to report that we had no serious
injuries! The shuttle system within town & to the ski resorts was very convenient. The Banff Aspen Lodge was
awesome, including very nice rooms, convenient location, great breakfast & the large hot tubs that were
gathering spots every afternoon & evening. If we could gage the trip on the “Laugh Meter” – it would be a 10
based on the laughs coming from the hot tub daily! Our welcome party was at Toque, a trendy Canadian pub a
short walk from our hotel. Kathy Wells organized an evening of Curling. About 15 of us learned the popular
Canadian sport! Now we will understand the rules when we watch it in the Olympics! A small group planned
an excursion to ski at Kicking Horse for their 6th day of skiing. The reports we heard ranged from “great day” to
“the Horse kicked my a..”. They enjoyed (or not) deep powder that day.
This was a great group to travel with! We welcomed & enjoyed several people who have never traveled with
us before. We hope that they will join us again on a future trip! Also, a special thanks goes out to our faithful
travelers who joined us on this trip as well as many other trips in the past!
_______________________________________________________________ _

Volunteer Opportunities for the Hall of Fame Marathon & Expo Friday April 22 – Sunday April 24!!!
If interested in volunteering at the following events to showcase our club, please contact
Donna Brancifort at Donna.Brancifort@timken.com or call 330-705-8143. They are
expecting 6,000 to 7,000 participants.
Weekend of April 16th – preparing the race packets
Friday April 22 (4 – 8 PM) - Expo at Pro Football HOF Working with packet pickup
Saturday April 23 (12-4PM) – Kid’s Race at Don Scott Field
Sunday April 24 (approx. 7:30 – 10:30am - may vary depending on location) - Water
stop along marathon route. Will know more details when we know how many are
signed up.

HOLIDAY VALLEY/SENECA ALLEGANY CASINO SKI TRIP 2016
There were 41 of us that left the Faircrest parking lot on Saturday, February 27, at 5 A.M., arriving at
Holiday Valley at 9:30 A.M. and we were skiing on the slopes by 10 A.M. Conditions were excellent and all of us had
a great day of skiing . Upon arriving at Seneca Allegany Casino we were greeted by the host with the Info about
the events at the Casino. Then dinner, cocktails, a evening of gambling, relaxation, Eli Young band concert, hot tub
and pool! Sunday morning a handful of the group stayed back at the Casino Resort to enjoy relaxation and gambling, the majority of us traveled back to Holiday Valley for another great day of skiing and great sunshine with
warm temperatures was enjoyed on the lodge deck with cocktails. At 4:30 p.m. the skiers boarded the bus and
headed Ellicottville for dinner and last-minute shopping. I did hear one of the group hit $50.00 at the casino!
Boarded the bus by 7p.m. and was home at 10:30 p.m.
Fun was had by all!
I had a pleasure of being the trip leader for this trip!
John

